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Welcome to City Presbyterian Church! We understand that coming to a church
service can be a bit of an uncomfortable experience for many people. As
Christians we believe that this time is an opportunity to engage with God, and
during our time of worship we employ a variety of means by which we seek to
do so. We invite you to relax and participate as you feel comfortable. If you
don’t feel like praying, singing, or even standing up you don’t need to, no one
will think less of you. If you have any questions about why we do any of the
things we do please don’t hesitate to ask anyone who’s involved with the
service. Thanks for joining us this morning. We hope you find the time both
encouraging and thought provoking. Please join us after the service for
morning tea. Thank you!

Call to Worship: Revelation 21:1-6
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God
is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people,
and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain any more, for the former
things have passed away.”
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And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
from the spring of the water of life without payment.
5

Opening Prayer
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Song of Praise: See What A Morning
Authors: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

See, what a morning, gloriously bright,
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem;
Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light,
As the angels announce, “Christ is risen!”
See God’s salvation plan,
Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice,
Fulfilled in Christ, the Man,
For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead!
See Mary weeping, “Where is He laid?”
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb;
Hears a voice speaking, calling her name;
It’s the Master, the Lord raised to life again!
The voice that spans the years,
Speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us,
Will sound till He appears,
For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead!
One with the Father, Ancient of Days,
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty.
Honor and blessing, glory and praise
To the King crowned with pow’r and authority!
And we are raised with Him,
Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered;
And we shall reign with Him,
For He lives: Christ is risen from the dead!
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Easter Reading 1: Mark 15:33-41

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the
whole land until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried
with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the
bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And
someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and
gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will
come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed
his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in
this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of
God!” 40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among
whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the
younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he was in Galilee, they
followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other
women who came up with him to Jerusalem.
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Easter Reading 2: Mark 15:42-47

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation,
that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a
respected member of the Council, who was also himself looking for
the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for
the body of Jesus. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have
already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether
he was already dead. 45 And when he learned from the centurion that
he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46 And Joseph bought a
linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud
and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he
rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.
42
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Song of Praise: King of Kings
Authors: Hillsong

In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from heaven you came running
There was mercy in your eyes
To fulfill the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt
Chorus:
Praise the Father, praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of glory, majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings
To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
For even in your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake you died
(Chorus)
And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
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For the souls of all who'd come
To the Father are restored
And the church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By His blood and in His name
In His freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me
Chorus 2x

Easter Reading 3: Mark 16:1-8

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother
of James and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint
him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had
risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one another,
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?”
4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it
was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man
sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were
alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the
place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that
he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he
told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling
and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone,
for they were afraid.
1

Silent Reflection & Confession
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Assurance of Grace: Ephesians 2:4-9

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which
he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so
that no one may boast.
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Profession of Faith: The Apostles Creed 1

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic 2 church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Apostles Creed, dating from the 2nd century AD, represents the most widespread confessional
expression of faith among Christians throughout the history of the church.
2
The term “catholic” here means “worldwide” and “universal” in regards to the church and is not referring
to any particular denomination.

6

Song of Resoponse: Were You There
African American Spiritual

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there when He rose up from the dead?
Were you there when He rose up from the dead?
Oh, sometimes I feel like shouting glory, glory, glory!
Were you there when He rose up from the dead?

Prayers for the People, the Church, and the World
Message: The End of All Longing

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of
God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself
will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth
until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
18
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the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those
who love God all things work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
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- Romans 8:18-30

Notes, Thoughts, Questions:
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Song of Response: In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease,
My Comforter, my all in all,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe,
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones he came to save,
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground his body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am his and he is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me.
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from his hand
Till he returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

Benediction
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