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Welcome to City Presbyterian Church! We understand that coming to a church
service can be a bit of an uncomfortable experience for many people. As
Christians we believe that this time is an opportunity to engage with God, and
during our time of worship we employ a variety of means by which we seek to
do so. We invite you to relax and participate as you feel comfortable. If you
don’t feel like praying, singing, etc., you don’t need to. If you have any
questions about why we do any of the things we do please don’t hesitate to
contact us. Thanks for joining us this morning. We hope you find the time both
encouraging and thought provoking.

Call to Worship: Exodus 3:13-14; John 8:56-59
13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say
to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you’, and they ask
me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to
Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel,
‘I am has sent me to you.’”

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it
and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years
old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.

Opening Prayer

Song of Adoration: O Come O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
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O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny
From depths of hell Thy people save
And give them victory o'er the grave

(Refrain)

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight.

(Refrain)

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high
And order all things, far and nigh
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in Thy ways to go

(Refrain)

O come, desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind
Bid envy strife and sorrows cease
Fill all the world with heaven’s peace

(Refrain)

Call to Repentance: 2 Corinthians 12:9-10
9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10

For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I
am strong.

Silent Reflection & Confession of Sin
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Assurance of Grace: Exodus 14:10-14
10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes,
and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared
greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to
Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have
taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in
bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not this what we said to you in Egypt:
‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm,
and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will work for you today.
For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14

The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”

Song of Response: Hark The Herald Angels Sing
Author: John Wesley

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
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Christ, by highest heav’n adored;
Christ the everlasting Lord;
Late in time, behold him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.

(Refrain)

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lay his glory by,
Born that man no more may die.
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

(Refrain)

Prayers for the People, the Church, and the World

Message: I Am: Access to Abundance
1 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the
door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2

But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him
the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all
his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee
from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of
speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them. 7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say
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to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the
door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out
and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

- John 10:1-11
Notes, Thoughts, Questions:
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Song of Response: Grace
Author: City Alight

Your grace that leads this sinner home
From death to life forever
And sings the song of righteousness
By blood and not by merit

Your grace that reaches far and wide
To every tribe and nation
Has called my heart to enter in
The joy of Your salvation

Chorus:
By grace I am redeemed
By grace I am restored
And now I freely walk
Into the arms of Christ my Lord

Your grace that I cannot explain
Not by my earthly wisdom
The prince of life, without a stain
Was traded for this sinner

Let praise rise up and overflow
My song resound forever
For grace will see me welcomed home
To walk beside my Saviour

(Chorus 2x)

Benediction1

1 Benediction: a word of blessing and sending pronounced in God's name by His grace in Christ.
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Announcements

City Pres AGM: After the service on Sunday the 12th December we will have
our Annual General Meeting where we get to catch up about all that’s
going on in the life of our church in terms of mission and ministry, admin
and finance, planning, etc.

City Presbyterian Church Giving Information: The Bible teaches that the giving of tithes and offerings has
always been seen as a part of the believer’s worship to God. Apart from other charitable giving it’s
important for Christians to help financially sustain the ministry of the local church they are a part of. The
easiest way to give for those wishing to support the work of City Presbyterian Church is online through
automatic deposit. The City Presbyterian Church bank account number is 12-3066-0402436-00.  If you
have any questions regarding giving please talk with our pastor, David (davidbruner@citypres.org.nz), or
with our church Treasurer James Stolten (treasurer@citypres.org.nz).

All song words used by permission. CCLI Licence #376960
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