
Discovering The Riches Of Christ

Sunday 19th September 2021

Mobile: 022 477 4978 Email: davidbruner@citypres.org.nz
20 Ponsonby Terrace, Auckland 1021

citypres.org.nz



Welcome to City Presbyterian Church! We understand that coming to a church
service can be a bit of an uncomfortable experience for many people. As
Christians we believe that this time is an opportunity to engage with God, and
during our time of worship we employ a variety of means by which we seek to
do so. We invite you to relax and participate as you feel comfortable. If you
don’t feel like praying, singing, etc., you don’t need to, no one will think less of
you. If you have any questions about why we do any of the things we do please
don’t hesitate to contact us. Thanks for joining us this morning. We hope you
find the time both encouraging and thought provoking.

Call to Worship: Psalm 107:1-91

1 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures for ever!

2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble

3 and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

4 Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;

5 hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted within them.

6 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.

7 He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.

8 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of man!

9 For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

Opening Prayer

1 All passages of Scripture taken from the English Standard Version.
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Song of Adoration: Come Thou Fount
Author: Robert Robinson

Come Thou Fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it,
Mount of God's unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Hither by Thy help I'm come;
And I hope by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
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Call to Repentance: Psalm 119:169-179
169 Let my cry come before you, O Lord;

give me understanding according to your word!
170 Let my plea come before you;

deliver me according to your word.
171 My lips will pour forth praise,

for you teach me your statutes.
172 My tongue will sing of your word,

for all your commandments are right.
173 Let your hand be ready to help me,

for I have chosen your precepts.
174 I long for your salvation, O Lord,

and your law is my delight.
175 Let my soul live and praise you,

and let your rules help me.
176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant,

for I do not forget your commandments.

Silent Reflection & Confession of Sin

Assurance of Grace: Luke 15:1-7
1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man
receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this parable:
4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go
after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found
it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home,
he calls together his friends and his neighbours, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.
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Song of Response: Amazing Grace
Author: John Newton

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

T'was grace that taught my heart to fear.
And grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis grace that brought me safe thus far
and grace will lead me home.

When we've been here ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun.
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun.

Prayers for the People, the Church, and the World

Message: Cries of The Heart
1 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land,
and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of
Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was
Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two
sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from
Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and
remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she
was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the name of
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one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They lived there
about ten years, 5 and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the
woman was left without her two sons and her husband.

6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the
country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the
Lord had visited his people and given them food. 7 So she set out
from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and
they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said
to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother's
house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the
dead and with me. 9 The Lord grant that you may find rest, each of
you in the house of her husband!” Then she kissed them, and they
lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And they said to her, “No, we will
return with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my
daughters; why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb
that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters; go
your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have
hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear
sons, 13 would you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you
therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is
exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the Lord has
gone out against me.” 14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept
again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people
and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do
not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where
you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall
be my people, and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and
there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me and more also if
anything but death parts me from you.” 18 And when Naomi saw that
she was determined to go with her, she said no more.
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19 So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And
when they came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because
of them. And the women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20 She said to them,
“Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very
bitterly with me. 21 I went away full, and the Lord has brought me
back empty. Why call me Naomi, when the Lord has testified against
me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?”

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with
her, who returned from the country of Moab. And they came to
Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.

- Ruth 1

Notes, Thoughts, Questions:
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Song of Response: Grace
Author: City Alight

Your grace that leads this sinner home
From death to life forever
And sings the song of righteousness
By blood and not by merit

Your grace that reaches far and wide
To every tribe and nation
Has called my heart to enter in
The joy of Your salvation

Chorus:
By grace I am redeemed
By grace I am restored
And now I freely walk
Into the arms of Christ my Lord

Your grace that I cannot explain
Not by my earthly wisdom
The prince of life, without a stain
Was traded for this sinner

Let praise rise up and overflow
My song resound forever
For grace will see me welcomed home
To walk beside my Saviour

(Chorus 2x)

Benediction2

2 Benediction: means literally, “good word” or “speak well”; a word of blessing and sending pronounced in
God's name by His grace in Christ.
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Announcements

Acts 29 Conference: Registrations are open for A29 NZ Conference in
Palmerston North November 12-13. You can register now online for just
$25. It should be a great time to get together with like minded mission
oriented churches around the country to talk about growing healthy
churches. Let Dave know if you’d like to go but could use financial
assistance.

City Presbyterian Church Giving Information: The Bible teaches that the giving of tithes and offerings has
always been seen as a part of the believer’s worship to God. Apart from other charitable giving it’s
important for Christians to help financially sustain the ministry of the local church they are a part of. The
easiest way to give for those wishing to support the work of City Presbyterian Church is online through
automatic deposit. The City Presbyterian Church bank account number is 12-3066-0402436-00.  If you
have any questions regarding giving please talk with our pastor, David (davidbruner@citypres.org.nz), or
with our church Treasurer James Stolten (treasurer@citypres.org.nz).

All song words used by permission. CCLI Licence #376960
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